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WEBB, Frederick  
 

Private, 5105 
9th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment 
Place of Birth: Castle Camps 
Date of death: Sunday 3rd September 1916 
Killed in Action 
Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval. 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 26 years 
 

Frederick Webb (Fred but also known as Jack) was born in 1890, at Castle Camps, 
Cambridgeshire the eldest of six children born to Frederick Webb and Fanny, nee 
Cowell.  He was baptised there in the Congregational Chapel as Frederick, 
Frederitch (sic), on 3rd August 1890. 
 
His parents, who were married at the parish church, lived in Castle Camps village 
with his father, who had been born in Kedington, employed as an agricultural engine 
driver and his mother as a tailoress.  By 1901 three more children had been born, 
Ernest, Joseph and Albert, and the family were living in Ashdon Road, Castle 
Camps.   
 
By 1911 two more children, Charles and Dorothy, had arrived to complete the family 
which had moved, again within the village, to Haverhill Road. 
 
By 1911 Fred had left home and was living at Regent Hall, a Salvation Army Hostel, 
in Oxford Street London.  He was employed as a house porter, probably with a firm 
of drapers. 
 
It was only a few short years before Fred was to enlist at Linton, Cambridgeshire 
joining the 9th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.  The regiment were sent to France 
on 27th July 1915, where they became part of the 72nd Brigade, 24th Division.  Fred 
saw action during the Battle of the Somme from mid-July 1916. 
 
On the 1st September 1916, the 9th Battalion were in the front line on the eastern 
edge of Delville Wood (known to the soldiers as Devil’s Wood). They were relieving 
the 1st North Staffs in the front line trenches when in response to an attack to their 
left the enemy started a very heavy artillery fire, which interfered with the handover 
and caused many casualties. Gas and other shells were fired by the enemy. 
 
The war diary for the 2nd and 3rd September 1916 records that the 9th Battalion 
received orders for 3 bombing squads to attack Ale Alley from the north and north- 
west at 12 noon on the 3rd. After these orders had been received the diary notes: ‘the 
bombing officer of the Brigade on our immediate right came to our HQ and told us 
that he was going to attack the enemy barrier south of Hop Alley. This alteration at 
the last moment greatly upset things. We commenced the attack on Ale Alley at 12 
noon and almost succeeded in taking it but owing to the Brigade on our right being 
held up by machine gunfire and thereby not being able to assist us, we were 
compelled to fall back to our original line. This attack was led in person by Lt Col 
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HVM de la Fontaine who unfortunately was wounded shortly after the attack 
commenced. Our own artillery did not assist us very much. Our heavy guns were 
throwing shells into our own trench instead of on Ale Alley. 
 
The casualties were high including their commanding officer.  Only nine officers and 
150 other ranks survived the attack.  Sadly Fred was killed in action during this battle 
on the 3rd September 1916. 
 
Private Frederick Webb is remembered at Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval. 
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Frederick was awarded the 1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 
 
 
 
 


